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Strike, Mr. Baldwin did not want again to have to excuse himself for not being prepared to frustrate a work of twenty years* preparation. The Liberals, at least on an occasion of economic crisis, would be as ignorant as he was himself, since they represented the system which, in the case of finance, for thirty years had rendered a collapse of the credit structure of the world inevitable. Their political support would enhance Mr* Baldwin's own position. If the Liberals could be inveigled into accepting tariffs by panic that was the utmost of which the Conservative leader was capable. It would be a sound piece of statesmanship on a minor scale, although a man who had bid to lead an Empire ought to have been above a tactical move that at best could only avert the crisis without affecting its causes. When a responsible nation is heading for bankruptcy it requires a leader who is master of every fundamental question in politics. Mr. Baldwin knew when he spoke at Newton Abbot that he would be incapable of providing such leadership. To force the Liberals into accepting tariffs would be the highest move within his own powers. He would be paying them back in their own coin if he could sell Free Trade to " moderate opinion** in the same way as Mr. Asquith had sold up the Conservative Party before the War, Mr. Baldwin in March 1931 was playing with possibilities that were practical but uninspiring.
During the debate on India the Conservative leader took the opportunity of saying that he wanted the subject removed from the party atmosphere. That was but further evidence of the way in which his mind was working. He referred scathingly to a colonel in the United Empire Party who had accused him and Lord Irwin *' of being negrophiles." "That/' said Mr* Baldwin, "is not the way to cement the Empire." No one would disagree with Mr, Baldwin, but the fact remained that the colonel, like many others, had been most probably driven to hyperbole by the vacillating tactics of the Conservative leadership.